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where they recommended the construction of a suitable basia
for the canal boats _ , .

The second location extended from Cumberland to the en-
tranze of Georgetown, about two miles below the old locks
of the Potomac canal. In other respects, both locations
passed_over very nearly the same ground, from unavoidable
necessity., ' ‘ _

The first location coniemplated a canal forty-eight feet |
wide, at the water surface; thirty-thg-e feet at battom; and '5
five feet deru: but reconunended IarglLr dugensions.- '

‘The last report, with the approbai}ion of the departmeqt

_ of war, nursued the request of the dentral committer of the
Chesapeake and Onio canal convention, and made correspon-

d- e Cstimates, for three Cauals, passing, as nearly as practio
casle, wver the same ground, hut having these several di-

. mensjons; one forty feet breadth, at the snrface of tne water,
twenty eight feet at botlom, and four feet depth of water;
another, of the dimensions adopted by the Uuited States board
of internal improvement; and a third, designed to correspond
with the views of a prior committee of the house of repre -
sentatives, which were 1o enlarge the canal, wherever prac-
ticable without much additional cost, to sixty feet; the
breadith prefered by the United States board ol wternal im-
provement.  The estimates per mile, of these several canals,
were Tespectively, 421,461 87, $23,191 38; and $23,985
79, but Messrs. Geddes and Roberts pronounced it ““not fea-
sible,” on account of the vicinity of the river Potomac, and it«
rugged shore,to extend the canal to theenlarged breadth of 60
feet, 46 miles of the distance between Georgetown and Cum-
berland.  Fifteen miles of such difficult ground. they reported
to lie, between Georgetown and the east base of the Catoctin

- mountain, now called the “Point of Rocks;” 2 miles, between

- that point and Harper’s Ferry; aad forty-five miles. the re-

+ sidue of the sisty; above Harper's Ferry, or the Blue Ridge:

mountain '
4 The Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, twere incorpo-

- rated, by a suhscription of more than one. fourth of their no-

~ minal capital of six millions, as early as Octoher, 1827, but
the cal)mmiesioners. under whose authority the books of sub- .
"s::r‘lptifon were opened, did not deem it proper to ¢onvene
the stockholders, till the expected subscription of the United
States had been obtained; and accordingly, did not convene.
them, for the purpose of organizing the company 11 the
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